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Cvetkovich will present material from her 
current book project, “Depression: A Public 
Feelings Project”, which explores what it 
means to think about depression as a social 
and cultural rather than biomedical phe-
nomenon.  

The talk will elaborate on the premise that 
depression is related to histories of colonial-
ism, slavery, exclusion, and everyday segre-
gation and isolation through a reading of 
political depression in Saidiya Hartman's 
memoir, “Lose Your Mother”, about return-
ing to Africa to explore the history. of  

Ann Cvetkovich is Professor of English and Women's 
and Gender Studies at the University of Texas at Austin. 
She is the author of “Mixed Feelings: Feminism, Mass 
Culture, and Victorian Sensationalism” (Rutgers, 1992) 
and “An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and 
Lesbian Public Cultures” (Duke, 2003). She edited, with 
Ann Pellegrini, "Public Sentiments", a  special issue of 
The Scholar and Feminist Online. She is coeditor, with 
Annamarie Jagose, of GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and 
Gay Studies. Inspired by Public Feelings groups in Chi-
cago, Austin, and New York, she is currently writing a 
book about depression.  
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